[image: ]Third Grade 
[image: ]Biome Science Project 
Due:_____________________ 
	
	It’s time to begin a science project to help us learn more about biomes!
Biomes:  Major areas that have a similar year-round weather pattern and support similar kinds of living things are called biomes.
Here is a list of biomes.  Your project should be based on the one that is circled.
		Coniferous Forest			Tundra
[image: ]		Rain Forest				Grassland
		Wetland				Deciduous Forest 
		Chaparral				Desert
		Ocean 
1.  Learn more about your assigned biome by reading your science book (Chapter 4, pgs. 124-141), going to the library and getting information, and researching on reliable Internet sites. Check out sites like: 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/biomes  http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/exhibits/biomes/tundra.php 
Or, conduct a Google search on the individual biome name to learn characteristics about the environment and the animals that live there.
2.  Choose an animal that lives in the biome and has a lot of interesting facts.
3.  Find a container to house your project that also evokes the feel of the habitat.  For example, use a clear blue container to create an ocean biome. You can also use texture sand spray to cover a shallow basket, shoebox or box lid for a desert biome, white paint for the arctic tundra biome, or corrugated green paper to become a grassland biome.
4.  Start the interior of the biome project with the animal you have chosen.  Find a plastic or rubber version of the animal, make one out of clay, or even cut and fold a photo into a three-dimensional shape. The size of the animal object you find will help you choose items of the proper scale to surround it.
5.  Build the biome environment around the animal using realistic touches. Use twigs and grass to form the base of a grasslands or desert biome; plastic sea grass, shells and rocks from an aquarium shop for an ocean biome; or faux snow for the arctic tundra biome, for example. Decorative paper from the scrapbook store can be used to make small lakes, river rock areas, sandy beaches and more.
[bookmark: _GoBack]6.  Write a 5 paragraph report (paragraphs should have at least 5 sentences each) about your biome and how your animal survives there.  Organize topic sentences for each paragraph.  Here are some ideas, but you also may organize the information on your own.
1st paragraph:  Introduction to your biome.  Introduce your biome and describe how it looks, etc.  Give a thesis statement.  A thesis tells the reader what kind of information will be included in your report.
2nd paragraph:  Specific plant information.  What plants are there?  Name them.  Why are they there?  How do they survive?
3rd paragraph:  Animals that exist in your biome.  What kinds of animals live in the area and why? 
4th paragraph :  Specific animal information.  What animal did you choose for your model?  What are some interesting facts about this animal and how it survives in the environment?
5th paragraph:  Closing.  What did you find the most interesting about your biome?  Why is learning about biomes/environmental science important?
[image: ]Remember to use some kind of introductory (beginning) sentence for the paragraphs so we know exactly what you are talking about as we read!
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